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slight that the Commission also advised the exclusion from
deposit of                                                          $
1.  Wall diaries;
2.  Books of blank forms such as account books, etc.;
3.  Wall sheets of texts, alphabets of elementary instruction;
4.  Blank register forms for schools.
Another interesting suggestion made to the Commissioners
was that deposit copies of British scientific books and periodicals,
instead of being delivered to the British Museum, ought in
future to be deposited in the Science Museum Library at South
Kensington.
The Commissioners disagreed with this proposal on the
ground that no increased efficiency or economy could result
from its adoption, since a larger addition to the library accommo-
dation at South Kensington would obviously have been necess-
ary. There would also have been difficulties connected with
discriminating between scientific, technical, and non-scientific
books and periodicals. It was pointed out that in addition to the
Science Library being a reference library, it also functioned as a
lending library. The fact that the British Museum was recognized
to be, so far as possible, a universal reference library containing
within its walls all the material sought by any reader, British or
foreign, destroyed the idea of any disintegration. Moreover, the
constant need of the fresh resources of the British Museum by the
scientific institutions, hospitals, and medical schools centred in
Bloomsbury was so peremptory as to forbid denial.1
The conclusions of the Royal Commission on National
Museums and Galleries concerning restriction of intake at the
British Museum under the copyright privilege were summarized
in the following remarks:
"As regards the question of the Copyright Acts, we agree with the
learned bodies, that no drastic amendment of that clause of the princi-
pal Act- which requires the British Museum to receive a copy of every
publication in the United Kingdom, is desirable. There are, however,
certain clearly defined classes of material which might be excluded.
Power should be given to exclude them.
"It has been suggested that scientific periodicals and books re-
1  Part II of the Final Report of the Royal Commission on National Museums
and Galleries, 1930, pp. 14-15.
2  Section 15 of the Copyright Act of 1911 (1 & 2 Geo. V, c. 46).